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NOTES 



IMMIGRATION AND INSANITY 

In his article on "Immigration and Immigration Restriction," 
published in the October issue of the Journal of Political Economy, 
Mr. Prescott F. Hall gives a number of data intended to exhibit the 
tendency of immigration to degrade the quality of the American popula- 
tion. Among these data are certain figures bearing upon the relative 
proportions of natives and of foreign-born among the insane in New 
York hospitals and asylums. Mr. Hall states that "the foreign-born 
furnish 48 per cent of the inmates, although being only 30 per cent of 
the general population." Inasmuch as insanity, as measured by first 
admissions to asylums, is absent in childhood and rare in early youth, 
no comparison between two classes of the population can be of signifi- 
cance unless it gives due consideration to the facts of age distribution 
in the classes compared. More than 94 per cent of the insane admis- 
sions to New York hospitals and asylums were in 1911-12 twenty years 
of age or above, while in these age periods the foreign-born whites, 
according to the figures of the Thirteenth Census, represented, not 30, 
but nearly 41 per cent of the entire population of that state. Mr. Hall 
does not attempt to make allowances for this abnormal age distribu- 
tion; his comparison is therefore to some extent misleading. Whether 
one's point of view is economic or social, the only significant question 
is how far the insanity rate of the foreign-born exceeds that of the 
natives of the same age groups. In order to answer this question we 
may employ any one of several methods of refining the crude rates used 
by Mr. Hall. A simple method is that represented by the following 
table. The percentage of both sexes of the native population of New 
York state in each age group is first ascertained; second, the foreign- 
born white population is distributed in corresponding proportions 
throughout the same age periods; and, lastly, by multiplying the cal- 
culated number in each age group by the percentage of first admissions 
for that group, we obtain the total number of such admissions which can 
fairly be attributed to the fact of foreign birth and not to irregularities 
of age and sex distribution. 

The table demonstrates that, were the foreign-born normally dis- 
tributed in age and sex groups, they could be held responsible for the 
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first admissions of no more than 828 males and 951 females, or a total 
of 1,779' instead of the actual number of 2,682, and would thus repre- 
sent 37 per cent instead of 48 per cent of the insane admissions to hospi- 
tals and asylums. A fair comparison between native and foreign-born 
would therefore show that the 30 per cent 2 of the population represented 
by the foreign-born contributed 37 per cent of the insane patients com- 
ing from the age and sex groups in which insanity appears. 

H. L. Reed 

Cornell University 



WASHINGTON NOTES 

PROGRESS OF BANKING REFORM 

Further developments in the working-out of the program of com- 
plete banking reform have occurred during the past month, through 
the appointment of a special committee of the House Banking and Cur- 
rency Committee under instructions to begin an investigation of the 
rural credit question with a view to reporting a bill on that subject at 
some time during the coming session of Congress — assuming that the 
general banking reform measure is by that time disposed of. In addi- 
tion to this extension of the work of the committee, there is to be under- 
taken a further revision of the administrative features of the national 
bank act. That measure is to be revised in a number of particulars 
which were not considered sufficiently germane to the general subject of 
banking reform to warrant their being dealt with in the original banking 
reform measure now pending in the Senate. It has been decided to 
undertake hearings on both of these subjects at a comparatively early 
date, and to urge the measures forward as rapidly as conditions in the two 
Houses will permit. In regard to the banking reform measure itself, the 
event of the month has been the closing of hearings before the Senate 
Banking Committee, and the definite reporting of a bill on November 
22 (H.R. 7837, Senate Report 133, Parts 1 and 2) as a result of 
the labors of that body. The hearings (Senate Banking and Currency 
Committee Hearings, September-November, 1913) have not added 
materially to the information already available, but have been chiefly 

1 This does not include a sum for foreign-born of unascertained age, of which the 
actual figures for 1011-12 gave 17 for the foreign-born and 15 for the native population. 

1 The census figures are for 1910 while the figures for insanity are for 1912. The 
percentage of foreign-born in New York is probably increasing 0.4 of 1 per cent a year. 
Accordingly the percentage should be 30. 2+0.8, or 31. 



